
Thirsty in LA
Cocktail Culture in the City of Angels

« March 25: Rivera Spring Cocktails launch Party 2010 James Beard Award finalists Announced»

Rising Stars Shine at the 2010 StarChefs
Revue
By It1tsly"o., rn M<f"ch 24th, 2010

Last W","" 1h3 best o.-.J t<-g,test Ye<.n;l sl<f"s n It>3 S'oJltffn CalifcmOi culra:-y wed:J gathered to srowcase 1h3~ tarots at 1hl 2010
Start:hefs Rising Stars Revue, Th3 tasti:l;l gao. anJ aw,.-ds CBr8rrrrJ)1, r..(J at It>3 Fairmont Miramar Hotel & Bungalows n
SCo:lta M:tlta, !Batlred fco:j trom 4'-,.-rl-comh;j culra-y tam! trom 1hl tqJ resta..-Oflts n Los Arq31es, OCirq3 CoJ1ty, anJ S<fl

Diego, All disffis were pa~ed wi1l1 uIITa-,.-emum W1">3s selected by It>3 Rish;l Stof" 5Jmrrel .... , Two featLred cocktails carre iTom 1hl
RishJ St«" Mixob;Jists, Eric Alperin (The Varnish) anJ Julian Cox (Rivera).

I was 'wiled to 1hl ga", by Highland Park ([03 of 1hl 8¥8Ilt sp:nsa-s), so I w<£
eager to I'm It>3t toJill as SCOl as I 8IlIRed 1hl Fa~roo:ltccuty,.-d, lJl"" was set
4J 00"- 1hl 8IlITon:e, anJ r., was a~eady bJsy mixhj rcu-ds of his Barbacoa, a
R",,,,a fava-llE made wi1l1 Del Maguey Chrntapa rrezeal, Ieroo:l jJ<:8, agave ffiC3",

gl"qaf s)'t"4J, chpotE ""'-00, red ooll~, liere wectles, anJ C}'f"nisOOd wilt1 t.lef
jerky, As I 8Ilpyed my srrohnih: cocktail, irJJ1h3f gESt tr.oI< a slJ of his own
B<f"bacoa anJ P;();"OJ)(OO it ''th3 best cocktailI've eve.- had,"

lJl"" ~nted rre to 1h3 "",,..-b)' Hg,~ P,..-k boolt1, ..tere I cmtted wilt1 Martin
Daraz, Hg,~ P,..-k's IJS Br,.-.,j ArrtJassach, We'd rret ty",fIy at 1h3 ~t seven
Grand Whiskey Society ev""t of2C09, wtal Ma'"tn ty<Uj1t bJtfus of1h3 Hg,~
P,..-k 2S-Ye,..-,.-.,j 3J Ye,..- 0(:1 fa- l£ to taste, He rrentto3d rut c., 1'1<£ rq,h:) to
tyh:) a bJtt\g of 1h3 4O-Ye,..- n 1h3 "",xt ("'-4'18 of rrolru, Getth:) a cha:-.::e to satll'1e
oorre Hg,~ P,..-k wilt1 00rre:03 wilt11h3 OOpth ofkrowledje rut Ma'"tn PJSSBSSBS
1'1<£ a r,..-e !Teat. I've ""P)'oo 1h3 12 Ye,..- 0(:1 oofa-e, bJt this 1'1<£ my ITst e>q:er09rJ:e
with 1h3 18-Ye,..-, ,.-.,j I Ito.oj1t it 1'1<£ etc"l'trrJal. n-., 12-Ye,..-'s famil"" mtes of
srrde, I"'at, ,.-.,j c.,am-,..-e still P;8S8Ilt, with 1h3 acti3d rd....ess,.-.,j spte ga03o:1
iTom 1h3 ITger (as!< mabJattn DeltOJs, ve",eti srrooth, sil<)' sweet".! (()IJ(:1 go Cf1

atoJt 1h3 18-Ye,..-, Ifs m WCfrl3f rut F. Paul Facult called it 1h3 "Best Sptit n 1h3
Wcy(J" (Sptit hmal, l...o3 2005),

Ma'"m D,..-az I Proto: Hg,~ p,..-k



Erl: W3S statb:e:J rn h3 oltff sde of h3 ccuty,.-d, r>3xt to h3 stage, Tta-e, r., W3S senh':) h3 SI"'C",lty cocktail r., created fa- h3
9-""': the Highlander, made wilt1 HOj1~ P,.-k 12 Ye,.- Od ard Cra-ry Hoofh':) (rocpe at h3 eo:J of lt1is post), Ifs a sitrl'le,
ooyo..dy tasty cocktail rut woot aye.- well wilt1 gESts,

That's rot " spo~ij1t, rut's Thomas Kelle.-'s celest",1 iU"", I Phlto: St,.-Chefs,com

An;j ifh3 HOj1~ is <pOO En:Oj1 fa- Thomas Keller, well, rut p;etty rru.:h says it all.

Do I rffiIltb:lltffe W3S food?

A..role "tta bdcrn gon' rn "t the FIG ,tatm,

Next to h3 HOj1~ P,"* toJlt1 W3S Ray Garcia (FIG) ard his Bacon-Wrapped Bacon, a pe.-foct~ docade!lt path':) wilt1 the sh':)1e
malt SCotch, Tr., sgoatLre FIG dish is a s~ of m::cumt IX.-k ool~ wr~ n crisp, srooky bdcrn ard seryed wilt1 SyOietta "-L.gJid,
Br,.-,jywhl tomatoos ard cocktail am::oo:bs, I troo~ aJmit I woot back fa- soccn:ls ard It1tds cU:-h':) h3 eyoot.



Michael Voitaggio (The Dining Room at The Langham) disp~)'ed 1h3 OJIra:-)' skills ItJat!oct
him all1h3 wa), ro 1h3 Top Chef season Six title, VoltagJOJ's w~ful dish of SOJS vde W<qfU

sra-t rll, ITisp)' t.-occoli f'cre~ ITeam of deh)'&ated t.-occoli, on:J~tagl~tel~ was well
wco-lt11h3 b:-<J q...a.>3, n-., W<qfU was e.lr;n;dra:-i~ terdef, 1h3 khJ of rrelt-h-)'cu-rroJlt1 site
of boof ItJat c,.-n"'co-es 11<8 rtl)'self SWOOl over,

01tff starrl:oJts:
Rory Herrmann (Bouchon) - veal roo)'e wilt1 crisp)' swoohead on:J 5a.o:e Perg:u-d...."
Jason Knibb (Nine Ten, La .kJ1~) - Jamatan p-k pxk ool~ wilt1 SCotch bco:">3t~"I~,

KlII1iko Vagi (80na) - se,.-ed faie g-as wilt1 CH,awa back",-,¥," on:J g-OOI1 tea rra:ni.

Teen carre ~rre fa- 1h3 aw,.-ds cererro"l)', on:J llmra:-ies SLrl1 as Keler on:J Neal Fraser spd<e
aboJt 1h! Rish;l SI,.-s 1h3)' rreI1tcl'"ed, SLrl1 as Rco-)' Henrra:Y1 on:J Diana 8tavaridis, resra:tive~,

M)' faYCO'"ite cffif stcl'")' carre trom David Myers, ..m tal<ed aboJt row KLnl<o Yagi was his server
wta1 e., was dnh;l at lto:1 on:J sr.,~ e:J ro tal< aboJt ra- des~e ro 00 n 1h! kitia"l,
Inlrg.e:J b)' ra- passm on:J sensh;l ra- PJ!ential OOspite ra- w of eXI="""ierl:e, Mya"s h~ed ra­
ro wco-k at SCna,

Te., res~ as 1h3)' sa)', is histcl'")': n ttYoo l"'''-s sr., rose trom an arruse stato"l to SOJS cffif, on:J six )'e,.-s after sr., was h~ed, 1h!
fa-roor b<n<er is mw cffif de OJis...., at SCna, Yagi's par""ts, ..m had fuwn n fa- 1h3 ev""t trom.J<van, were PJnted rut b)' M)'ers
to "'..IS h;l '«'a.se,
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Trr-cujuJt 1h3 ev",,~ gESts voted fa- 1h!~ favco-ite Rish;l SI,.- dish, on:J at 1h3 erd of 1h3 ng,t it was ,.....-on;:ed ItJat 1h3 wmh;l
cffif was Jordan Kahn, 1h3 fa-roor paslr), cffif at XIV, His avant-g,.-de dessert Wed 11<8 sorreli1h;l cool<ed b)' Jad<sm Polb:k: a
white cLb3 served rn a white tiie, decco-ated n Rco-schach bklts of vOJiet sa.ce, Breakh;lttY"-"f11h3 cLb3's white ctn::o~te sr.,11
reveaW a boot sp:nJ8Cake, cacao truit, corrp-essed native slrawoonies on:J eoo-fuwer, It was a rerra;kabie, rrultifaceted dish
filW wilt1 Illvco-, texlle on:J S1JP'"ises, E.act1)l1h3 khJ of dish )'ru'd expect trom a Rish;l SI,.-,

Fa" rrrre nfa-mato"l aboJt SI,.-Ch3fs on:J 1h! Rish;l SI,.-s P'"cgam, visit www.starcOOfs.com

~The HighianderH by Eric Alperin of The Varnish

'12 oz Cra-r)' Hoofh;l Lq...u-
2 oz SCotch <M1isk)' (Hg,~ P,.-k 12 Ye,.- OOi)

Sti" n a whisk)' g~s over a bl;j roc!< of te, Ga'"nish wilt1 a ierro"l twist
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