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Three-Day Culinary 3ymposium Exploreszs American Cuizsine

NEW YORE, July 15 /PENewswire/ -- Ower 50 of the world's most rewvered chefs,
nixologists, sommeliers, and restaurateurs will gather Zeptember 20-22, 2009
in New York City Lo present at the 4th armual StarChefs.com International
Chefs Congress, a three-day culinary symposium. They will share restaurant
industry trends and technicgques with 1,500 of their culinary peers conducting
live cooking demonstrations, leading hands-on workshops, and dizcuszing the
current business enwvironment. Thiz wyear's Congress will take place at of the
historic Park Awvenue Armory in New York City.

The owverarching theme of this vyear's Congress iz What is American Cuisine? The
purpose is to explore how chefs and industry-leaders define American Cuisine.
The regional muatices of well-defined and established cuisines, such as French,
spanizsh, Japanese, and Viethamese are recognized by chefs and are subjects of
atudy and exploration. But the definition of American Cuizine -- outside of
hotdogs and hamburgers -- and the regional differences within the Tnited
atates are not commonly underzstood, neither inside nor outside of the T3,

"Thiz wear's programmihg at ICC will be az diwverse and multi-national as ewver,
but the American presenters will share a commonh goal: to present their
particular wersion of American cuisine, whether home-grown regional or
immigrant-influenced. In doing so, our hope i3 Lo move closer Lo a common
understanding of our country's dynamic food culture,”™ says Antoinette EBruno,
atarChefzs.com Editor-in-Chief.

Highlights of the three-day Congress will include presentations by
international presenters including Pierre Fagnaire [(Pierre Fagnaire, France),
Yoshihiro Murata (Kikunoi & - EKiamachi, Japan), Juan Mari Arzak [(Restaurante
ARZAE . Spain), and Paco Torreblanca (Pasteleria TOTEL, 3pain). Domestic
presenters include Dawid Boulevy (Bouley, New York), Charles Phan (The Slanted
Door, 5an Francisco), Jose Andres (minibar by Jose Andres Washington DC,
Bazaar by Joze Andresz), Loz Angeles, Daniel Boulud [(Cafe Boulud, New York),
Emeril Lagasse (Emerils, New Orleans), Grant Achatz [(Alinea, Chicago)l, Audrey
saunders (Pegu Club, New York), Charlie Trotter (Charlie Trotters, Chicago),
Marcus 3amuelsson (Aquavit, New York), Alex 3tupak (wd-50, New ¥ork)l, Sam
Mazon (Tailor, New York) and Johnty Iuzzini (Jean Georges, New York). The
three days of programming will be emceed by acclaimed foodwriters Matt and Ted
Lee and Chef BRichard Elais.

The International Chefs Congress was founded by Editor-in-Chief Antoinette
Eruno and Managing Editor Will BElunt in response Lo a growing frustration
within the chef commanity with the lack of serious platforms for peer-to-peer
dialogue about the latezt ideas, trends, and everyday challenges of the
increazingly complex culinary industry -- an industry which, in 2003, reached
§558 billion in sales and employed over 13 million people across the United
atates.

The lead sponsors of the Z009 3tarChefs.com International Chefs Congress
include Wisconsin Cheese, Jade Bange, Baldor, Hobart, 5tella Artois, Leffe,
Hoegaarden, Winston Industries, Vita-Mix, 0live 0il from 3pain, Wines from
Zpain, Foods from 3pain, The Perfect Puree of Napa Valley, Kold-Draft, True
Fefrigeration, Canada Fork, TriMark, Tnified Brands, WI Deutsch, and The
French Culinary Institute,

Tickets and admission to the 3tarChefs.com International Chefs Congress are
limited to foodserwice industry professionals. 4 limited mumber of subsidized
culinary passes will be awailable. To purchaszse tickets, wisit

. starchefs.com/ice or call Z12.966.7575.

On Tuezday, Jeptember ZZ2(nd), 3tarChefs.com will be hosting the anmial MNew
York Riszing 3tars Bewvue. Bising 3tars is a national award that recognizes
up-and-coming chefs, pastry chefs, sommeliers and mixologiszts in four major
culinary markets each wyear. Thiz ewvent iz open to the public. For more
information please go Lo our site: http: /S e, starchefs.con/rizingstars.
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